Economics 205: Intermediate Political Economy
Fall 2019
Tuesday and Thursday 8:30-9:45
Mochmer Hall E-10
Prof. Lawrence King
lpking@econs.umass.edu
Office: 216 Gordon Hall
Office hours: Thursday 11:30-1:00 by appointment
All readings are downloadable at www.lawrenceking.net.
This is a class in Intermediate political economy, focusing on advanced capitalist countries, with
a special emphasis on the US. The goal of the course is to teach students how to approach
research from a comparative political economy perspective. While there will be some abstract
theory most of the readings will be on empirical applications.
The final grade will consist of the following components:
Class attendance and participation: 50%
Mid-term and Final: 50%
Prior to class a set of questions will be posted on the class Moodle site. These questions should
be kept in mind while reading the material, and provisional answers should be written down for
use in class discussion.

September 3: The transition from feudalism to capitalism and the relative separation of
economics and politics
Robert Brenner, “Property and Progress: Where Adam Smith Went Wrong” in
Chris Wickham, Marxist History-writing for the Twenty-first Century, British
Academy Occasional Papers, 2007. Pp. 49-111.* (Download)
September 5: Marx’s critique of capitalism
Karl Marx & Friedrich Engels, “Manifesto of the Communist Party.” In The Marx-Engels
Reader Second Edition. Edited by Robert C. Tucker. Norton. 1978. Pp. 473-491. (Download
alternative edition)
September 10: Class, Status, Party
“Class, Status, Party” (pp.180-194) in From Max Weber: Essays in Sociology, eds. Gerth and
Mills, Oxford University Press, 1958. (Download)
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Reinhard Bendix, “Inequality and Social Structure: A Comparison of Marx and Weber” in
American Sociological Review 39(2) April 1974: Pp. 149-161. (Download)
September 12: Ideology
Nicholas Abercrombie and Bryan S. Turner. 1978. “The Dominant Ideology Thesis.” The British
Journal of Sociology Vol. 29, No. 2 (Jun., 1978), pp. 149-170. (Download)
Max Weber “The Concepts of Power and Domination” (Pp.117-118) in Max
Weber: Basic Concepts in Sociology, ed. H.P. Secher, Citadel Press Books (Download)
Karl Marx, selections from The German Ideology. In The New Economic Sociology: Ed. Frank
Dobbin. Princeton University Press. 2004. Pp. 392-394. (No download available at present)
September 19: Class formation in the US
Prior to class watch the documentary “Seeing Red.” (Directors: Jim Klein, Julia Reichert. 1983).
Prepare a 1.5 page comment on the documentary that includes a summary and raises at least one
question. (Available online)
September 24: Slavery and racism
Marvin Harris. (1974). Patterns of Race in the Americas. W.W. Norton & Company: New York.
“The Brazilian Pattern”, “The Myth of the Friendly Master”, “The Origin of the Descent Rule”
& “Epilogue” pp. 54-99. (Download)
September 26: Capitalist development and racism
Jeffrey Prager. (1972/73). "White racial privilege and social change: An examination of theories
of racism." Berkeley Journal of Sociology Vol 17: 117-150. (Download)
October 1: The evolution of racism as an ideology
In class documentary “Ethnic Notions.” (Director: Marlon Riggs. 1986.)
October 3: The economic role of the state in advanced capitalism
Fred Block. 1994. “The Roles of the State in the Economy” in Handbook of Economic
Sociology. Princeton University Press. Edited by Richard Swedberg. Pp. 691-710. (Download)
Fred Block, Matthew R. Keller. 2009. “Where do innovations come from? Transformations in
the US economy, 1970–2006”, Socio-Economic Review, Volume 7, Issue 3, July 2009, Pages
459–483. (Download)
October 8: Capitalism and the rise of democracy
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Goran Therborn, “The Rise of Capital and the Rule of Democracy” in New Left Review (103)
1977: Pp. 3-41. (Download)
October 10: Capitalism and Nazism
Ian Kershaw, “Politics and Economics of the Nazi State” in The Nazi Dictatorship, Oxford
University Press, 2000. Pp. 47-68. (Download)
October 17: The corporation
Prior to class watch “The Corporation” (2003) Directors: Mark Achbar and Jennifer Abbot.
Write a 1.5 double-spaced summary and comment, due in class. (Available online)
October 22: The corporate community and the upper class
G. William Domhoff. 2015. Who Rules America: The Triumph of the Corporate Rich. Seventh
Edition. McGraw Hill. Pp. 16-72. (Download alternative edition)
October 24: The policy planning network
G. William Domhoff. 2015. Who Rules America: The Triumph of the Corporate Rich. Seventh
Edition. McGraw Hill. Pp. 74-108. (Download alternative edition)
Theda Skocpol and Alexander Hertel-Fernandez. “The Koch Network and Republican Party
Extremism.” 2016. Perspectives on Politics. Vol. 14/No. 3: 682-699 (Download)
October 29: Parties and elections
G. William Domhoff. 2015. Who Rules America: The Triumph of the Corporate Rich. Seventh
Edition. McGraw Hill. Pp 132-161. (Download alternative edition)
Martin Gilens & Benjamin Page, “Testing Theories of American Politics: Elites,
Interest Groups, and Average Citizens” (2014) Perspectives on Politics. Vol. 12/No.3:
564-581 (Download)
October 31: Private planning by corporations
Taken for a Ride (1996). Director: Jim Klein. Prepare a 1.5 page comment on the documentary
that includes a summary and raises one question. (Available online)
November 5: The structural dependence of the state on capital
Ralph Miliband. The State and Capitalist Society. 1969. Chapter 6: “Imperfect Competition.” Pp.
146-178. (Download)
November 7: Corporations and mass media
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Edward Herman & Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the
Mass Media, Pantheon Books, 1988. Pp. 1-35.* (Download)
Noam Chomsky & Edward Herman (interview by Andrew Mullen Andrew Mullen), “The
Propaganda Model after 20 Years” in Westminster Papers in Communication and Culture
(November) 2009. (6 pp.) (Download)

November 14: The political economy of deindustrialization
Prior to class watch “Roger & Me” (1989) Director: Michael Moore. Write a 1.5 double-spaced
summary and comment, due in class. (Available on YouTube, iTunes and Amazon from $2.99)
Barry Bluestone & Bennet Harrison. The Deindustrialization of America. 1982. New York:
Basic Books. Pp. 3-24. (Download)

November 19: The political economy of hyperincarceration
Loic Wacquant. 2010. “Class, race & hyperincarceration in revanchist America” Daedalus.
Summer 2010: 74-90. (Download)

November 21: Social Democracy
Charles Sackrey, Geoffrey Schneider, and Janet Knoedler. “The Middle Way: Swedish Social
Democracy” in Introduction to Political Economy. 8th Edition. Economic Affairs Bureau.
2016.Pp. 279-304. (Download)
Maurice Zeitlin. 1973. "Chile: The Dilemmas of Democratic Socialism." Working Papers for a
New Society 1, No. 3 (Fall): 16-26. (Download)
December 3: Cooperatives
Charles Sackrey, Geoffrey Schneider, and Janet Knoedler. “The Mondragón Cooperative: A Path
to Social Democracy” in Introduction to Political Economy. 8th Edition. Economic Affairs
Bureau. 2016. Pp. 305- . (No download available at present)
Johann Hari. 2018. Lost Connections. “Reconnection Three: To Meaningful Work” Pp. 201-210,
endnotes 298. (Download alternative edition)
December 5: Neoliberal capitalism
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David Kotz. The Rise and Fall of Neoliberal Capitalism. Harvard University Press. 2017. Pp.884. (Download)
December 10: Conclusion and discussion

Guidelines for Short Papers
I. Goal: For each paper, the goal is to write a review of one of the assigned readings, including
analysis of strengths and weaknesses of that article or chapter.
II. Due Dates:
Paper #1: October 1 (in class); Paper #2: October 29 (in class); Paper #3: November 5 (in class)
Late papers will be graded down at a rate of one grade increment per day (for example, an A will
become an A- if it is one day late, etc.) For example, papers submitted after 2:30 p.m. on
October 1 will be considered to be one day late, papers submitted after 2:30 p.m. on Thursday,
on October 2 will be considered to be two days late, etc.
Papers must be submitted both in hard copy and electronically. Both versions must be submitted
by 2:30. on the due date. If either version is not submitted, late penalties will be
applied. Weekend days count as days for the late penalties.
II. The Basics
Length: 4-5 pages, not including any endnotes, bibliography, reference list, tables, or graphs.
Format: Double-spaced, in 12-point type, with 1-inch top and bottom margins and 1.25- inch left
and right margins.
Choice of Reading: For each paper, you may select any one of the eligible readings (marked with
an *).
The reading can be one that we have not yet covered in class at the time the paper is due. In your
papers, you need to include your own analysis, rather than only reproducing what is in another
reading or what is in your notes from class lectures.
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Required Components: A) synopsis of the author's argument and summary of main points of the
reading B) critical analysis and review, including reasons and evidence for your views and
identification of one strength and one weakness of the reading C) two other questions sparked
by the reading and historical evidence that might be used to answer them. D) you also must
attach a photocopy or printout of a page, table, or graph from a relevant source for each of the
questions in C) above.
Approximate Length of Each Component: A) one page or less B) two to three pages C) one to
two pages
Six pages is an absolute maximum for the text of the paper (not including any endnotes,
bibliography, reference list, tables, or graphs).
Writing: Papers must have an introduction, body, and conclusion. Since these are short papers,
introductions and conclusions probably will not exceed one paragraph each. Papers must have
correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Use the Chicago Manual of Style citation format for
any endnotes, bibliography, or reference lists, if your paper includes them. A "Chicago-Style
Citation Quick Guide" can be found at
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html.
If you use the author-date citation format for parenthetical references in the body of your paper,
your reference list will include items arranged alphabetically by author(s), with the date of
publication immediately following the author(s) name in the reference list.
III. Components
A. Synopsis of Argument and Summary of Main Points
Summarize the author's main argument and provide a brief summary of main points the author
makes in the article or chapter. What are the most important three points that a reader should take
away from this reading? You may find the discussion of abstracts in the book by Steven A.
Greenlaw, Doing Economics (pp. 118-119) useful for this part of your paper.
B. Critical Analysis and Review
Discuss one important issue raised in the reading, giving reasons as to why you agree or disagree
with the author on this issue. Support your argument with evidence from the reading and your
own economic reasoning. Refer to specific pages in the reading. As part of your discussion of
this issue, identify at least one strength and one weakness of the author's argument.
If you include notes, they should be endnotes rather than footnotes. If you use any sources other
than the assigned reading (for example, to present evidence that contradicts the argument in the
assigned reading), you must cite the sources either in endnotes or by using parenthetical citations
in the text of your paper (using the author-date system).
Wikipedia is not an acceptable source for these scholarly papers, although it can be a very useful
starting point and can help you to find more reliable sources of information. The critical analysis
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and review should be your own work, not a quotation or paraphrasing of someone else's analysis
and review of the reading.
You may find chapter 6 in the book by Steven A. Greenlaw, Doing Economics, useful for this
part of your paper. Note especially Tables 6.1 and 6.2, the discussion of them on pp. 110-116,
and the discussion of critical reviews on pp. 116-119. Your critical review will be longer than the
sample critical review on p. 119.
You also might want to look at the sections in chapter 4 of Greenlaw's book on "The Structure of
an Argument," "Examining an Argument," and "What Makes for a Persuasive Argument?" (pp.
51-57, 59-63).
C. Other Questions
Pose two historical questions that are sparked in your mind by this reading. What else are you
curious to know more about as a result of the reading? For each question, indicate what
historical evidence might be used to answer it. For each of the questions, provide a citation for a
specific source you have consulted that includes relevant evidence.
If the source is an online source, it must be an official data source or archive, or a published
journal article or book (i.e., not an unofficial web page or blog). For online sources, include the
URL for the source as part of your citation. Attach a photocopy or print-out of a page, table, or
graph taken from each of the two sources to the hard copy of your paper that you submit in class.
Include complete citation information for each source on the photocopy or printout. These pages
will not count as part of the 4-5 pages of your paper.
IV. Note on Academic Honesty: Penalties for any breach of academic honesty are severe and
include University disciplinary action. Student papers may be submitted to Turnitin by the
instructor to check for possible plagiarism. Submitted assignments will be included in the UMass
Amherst dedicated database of assignments at Turnitin and will be used solely for the purpose of
checking for possible plagiarism.
For the purposes of this course, plagiarism means presenting someone else's work as your own
(for example, copying all or part of someone else's paper, buying a pre-written paper, or having
someone else do a paper for you) or using outside sources without proper acknowledgment.
Footnotes always must be provided for direct quotations and in cases where you are paraphrasing
or summarizing another author's ideas or research.
Any material, including material from internet web sites, that is a direct quotation must be put in
quotation marks. Students are advised to consult a standard manual such as the one by Turabian
et al. listed above, or to speak with Professor King, if questions arise while working on your
papers.
Information on the University's Academic Honesty Policy is available at:
http://www.umass.edu/dean_students/academic_policy An "Academic Honesty Guide for
Students" is available at:
http://www.umass.edu/honesty/sites/default/files/academic_honesty_guide_for_students_
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1617.pdf
For a good discussion of plagiarism and why it matters, see "Richardson's Rules of Order, Part
VIII: Plagiarism: Who Cares?" by Professor Heather Cox Richardson, Sept. 7, 2009.
http://histsociety.blogspot.co.uk/search/label/Richardson%27s%20Rules%20of%20Order
Other posts by Professor Richardson on this site include many suggestions that you may find
useful for writing papers, taking exams, and speaking in class.
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